CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

Aquinas directly stigmatises trade as a
disgraceful means of gain, because the
exchange of wares does not necessitate
labour or the satisfaction of necessary
wants : Muhammedan tradition says, " The
pious merchant is a pioneer on the road of
God." " The first to enter Paradise is the
honourable merchant." Here the solution
given to the problem differs in either case,
but in Christian practice, opposition was
also obvious. Common to both religions
is the condemnation of the exaction of
interest and monetary speculation, which
the middle ages regarded as usury. Islam,
as usual, gives this Christian idea the form
of a saying enounced by Muhammed:
" He who speculates in grain for .forty
days, grinds and bakes it and gives it
to the poor, makes an offering unaccept-
able to God." " He who raises prices to
Muslims (by speculation) will be cast head
downwards by God into the hottest fire of
hell." Many similar traditions fulminate
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